V-      SERVICE   DELIVERY   SYSTEMS   FOR  THE   SEVERELY   DISABLED

The  Creative  Living  apartment  complex provides a private
residence   for  quadriplegics   that   could  be   comfortably
occupied   by   any   able-bodied  person.     The  building   exterior
and  site   landscaping  is  comparable  to  that  found   in  any
"nice"   residential  area.     With  the  relatively minor  excep-
tion  of  a  few  custom adaptations  to  accommodate  the  indivi-
dual's   special   needs,   the  apartments   look   like  apartment
buildings   everywhere.

The  designer  and  architect have  been  very  successful   in
eliminating  any  stigma  that  special  design might  bring  to
the  setting.     This   is  a noteworthy  achievement  that   is  well
recognized  by   the   residents  and  the  research  team.

Essential  Supportive Services  Make Assisted Living Work

The  severely  disabled person  must  have  more  than  a prosthet-
ically  designed  physical  environment   in order  to  live   inde-
pendently.      Personal  Service  Attendants  and  Staff  Attendants
must  be  available  to perform certain tasks.     In addition,
medical  emergencies  can arise   at  any  time  of  the  day  or
night   and  must  be  responded  to  immediately.

Therefore,   when   considering   the  design  of  an  environment  for
the  severely  disabled,   the undertaking must  be  looked  upon
as   the  development  of  an assisted-living  system,   not  just
the  creation  of  a prosthetically designed  building.     The
founders  of  Creative  Living  Incorporated were keenly  aware
of   that   fact.

The  term total  institution  is  sometimes  used to describe  an
environment  that  has   the  capability  of  meeting  all  the
essential  human  needs.     This   term has  a negative  connota-
tion,   however,   and   is  usually  applied  to homes  for  the  aged,
prisons,   and  mental hospitals.     Paradoxically,   the Creative
Living   apartment  complex  aims  to provide  a  setting  that
maximizes  physical  and psychological  independence  while
guaranteeing   life  support arrangements  found  in  the  total
institution.     The  physical design  and ever-present  support
staff   aids   medical  monitoring,   but  at  the  expense  of
personal  privacy.

For  virtually  every  resident  of Creative  Living,   the  current
living   arrangements   represent a much  greater opportunity  for
independence  than  their previous  living  arrangements,   and
they  are  quite willing  to cope with  the  necessary adjust-
ments .
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